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The Big Christmas Present

The early homesteads wouldn't be featured in Good
Housekeeping magazine, but they kept most of the rain and snow
off, and many of these early homesteads grew into prosperous
farms as the decades passed.

By Mike Monte

Work was about100 miles away from his home in
Bear Creek, but the money was good, and that money was
surely needed to be sure that he and his wife could keep
their subsistence farm operating. If it took following the
big sawmill 100 miles north to skid logs for the winter, he
couldn't turn it down. He knew they paid their help and
didn't miss paydays. He worked in the woods for the
company when they operated the mill in nearby New
London. So, when winter started its approach in mid-
November, he bundled up his work clothes, Kissed the
wife and two kids goodbye and boarded the train headed
north.

He left with some trepidation, but he was
reasonably sure that his wife, son and daughter would be
able to feed and milk the six cows that were the start of
what he hoped would be a large dairy herd someday. Of
course, there were the two pigs and chickens to look after
as well, but he had plenty of hay and grain put up, and if
they were going to be successful, there had to be some
sacrifices. One of those sacrifices was his winter away in
the Northwoods, living in a camp that smelled like wet
wool and sweat, little opportunity for bathing, and eating
pancakes every morning and evening even if you were
sure you couldn't choke down another one.

He stepped off the C&NW train in Pelican Lake
and had to wait for the train that would take him to
Crandon, where he would step out of the railcar a short
walk to the new Page & Landeck sawmill. Once at the mill,
he was loaded in a buckboard and taken to a new logging
camp about five miles from the sawmill.

The first order of business after leaving the sack
of oats that had served as his chair on a rough ride over
frozen ruts, was to be assigned a bed in the bunkhouse.
He had to wait until the crews came in for the evening meal
before he met his foreman for the winter. He was happy to
find out that Big George, the foreman, was somebody he
had worked for around New London. When he visited the
camp office, he was also happy to see that he too was
somebody who had made the move north with the
sawmill. He was greeted with a big smile, and a “Hello
Frenchie, glad to have you back!”

That evening, in the bunkhouse, he found out he
was bunking next to Otto, a friend from Bear Creek. Otto
was equally pleased to see another friendly face. He
hadn't seen Otto for quite some time. Otto had bought
cutover land from the company and has been busy for the
last year or so digging stumps and trying to make a farm
on the rough glacial till that was common in the area. He
was happy with his venture, however, as the price of this
future farmland was a fraction of what it was in the New
London/Bear Creek area.

The next day, work was started. Frenchie found
himself on a road crew, cutting tote roads that led to the
main landing near the almost completed narrow gauge
line that would ultimately haul the hardwood logs to the
sawmill on the edge of a small lake in Crandon. It was work
with axe, grubhoe, one-man and crosscutt saws, with
teams of horses skidding off the merchantable timber
along with the pole wood and brush. The roads were

Continued on page 15

Crystal Lake is pumped to get
the water level back t ormal
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By Mike Monte

Earlier in the year we reported on the abnormally
high water in Crystal Lake near Pickerel. This is an unusual
year for water levels. Swamps are full of water and have
been all through the warm months. It looks like the water
levels in spring breakup.

With some cottages flooded and many others
with water close to the door, The Crystal Lake Association
took on the big job of pumping the lake to get the water
levels down. The water is being pumped over a mile to
Pickerel Lake according to Bob Schuster, a Crystal Lake
resident, who was manning the pump when | stopped.
Pickerel Lake is drained by Pickerel Creek, but Crystal
Lake has no outlet.

About five Lake Association members provide the
volunteer help to keep the pump running. The Association
has taken on the cost of the job with DNR approval.
Donations to the Association keep the rent paid on the
pump, but the hose was purchased and will be sold later,
according to Schuster.

We live in an area where the weather can be
extreme. Allremember the drought years, when lake levels
dropped many feet in some locations. Maybe a drought
will replace the wet season we are now in. We will just have
towaitand see.

The pump is under this temporary shelter, and the
hose can be seen to the left of the truck. The hose then
goes under the road and on to Pickerel Lake.

Wabeno Lions donate to
local food pantries

Wabeno Lions recently donated to two area food
pantries. Checks of $500 were delivered to Christian
Food Pantry in Lakewood and the NewCap Food Pantry in
Crandon. Pictured presenting a check to Scott Wycherly,
Director of CFP, is Wabeno Lions President, Alan
Harrison.

City of Crandon constructs ice rink
near City Hall

Dust off your ice skates, strap a pillow to your
butt, a skating rink has been assembled just to the south of
the City Hall Building. It was constructed by the city work
crew and water was supplied by the Crandon Fire
Department. Solar lights were assembled last Friday for
skating after the sun sets. City Hall is located at 601 West
Washington Street.

This is good exercise and a way to stay active
during the current covid mess and is outside and easy to
keep social distancing.

806 cases of covid-19 (19 active)

confirmed in Forest County

Forest County Public Health officials have
confirmed additional persons have been diagnosed with
novel coronavirus infection (COVID-19) for a total of 806
cases in Forest County. County health officials and local
partners are contacting others with whom the individuals
who tested positive had close contact with. As of today,
Forest County has 3,775 negative test results. There are
currently 18 active cases in isolation, 761 released from
isolation, 4 hospitalized, and 23 deaths.

The Forest County Health Department
encourages community members keep your friends and
family safe this holiday season by only sharing a meal with
the people that live in your household or having a virtual
dinner with family and friends. Try preparing meals and
treats for delivery. If you deliver them in a way that doesn't
involve contact, it can be a great way to safely share the
holidays with family, friends and neighbors without risking
their health. Shop online rather than in person, and watch
sports events, parades, and movies from home. For more
information or tips on how to keep your community safe

Continued on page 06
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: | Accounting & Tax Services, LLC

605 S. Lake Ave. PO. Box 249
ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS!

Crandon, Wisconsin 54520

= Full Payroll Services * Income Tax Prep & Planning

* Bookkeeping & Accounting for individuals or businesses

= Sales Tax Preparation » Estate & Trust Tax Return Prep

= Workmans Comp Audit * Out of State income Tax returns

» Guardian of Estates or » Appeals & Collections for fiom your [écal ihdlependentagent
Personal Representation IRS and State. : =

Let us take the stress off your shoulders!
CALL US TODAY, or stop in for more
Information! NORTHWOODS INSURANGE
- - o 100 S. Lake Ave., Crandon, WI
Pl;?nn?,i 1? 51-3';'37- g 23: 05 o Call 715-478-2215 or 1-800-365-6258

Kme.businessinfo@gmail.com

Auto-Owners

L INSURANCE

LIFE « HOME « CAR = BUSINESS

We Will Be Closed Dec. 24 & 25
for Christmas. We Will Be Closed at
Noon on Dec. 31 and Closed Jan. 1

Rodd

WANTED: HELPER FOR
READING, COMPUTER
FILING, ETC. FOR A

Position: Dentist

B u s D r“' e r Wa nt e d Salary: Commensurate with

Full-time Route | [ foueeron Eoerence
Great Pay, Bonus Incentives, '

Reports to: Clinic Director

Free Training & Great Hours VISUALLY IMPAIRED
. . . PERSON,
Great job for retirees... or anyone looking to The Sokaogon Chippewa Health Clinic is located in| |CALL 262-527-5208 P41

make some extra m oney. 4 beautiful northwoods Wisconsin. This area is known for

' ' forests, lakes, golfing, and nature. It's an outdoor e ]
call PI“S Bus SerVIce |nc.: 7]5'478'2780 playground during all four seasons of the year. A truly Position: Sokaogon Chippewa

Community Health Clinic — Family

beautiful place to live, play, and work! This clinic will
, , . Nurse Practitioner
give you the freedom to practice your dental expertise

4 I \ Salary: C te with
HELp WAN ED with a supportive staff, up to date and state of the art alary: Lommensurate wi

. . . Education/Experience
dental equipment and the opportunity to partner with a

BARTENDEHS & SER"ERS healthcare team who are all dedicated to making a Hours:  Full-time

Reports to: Medical Director/Health Clinic Director

GALL - 7 l 5 - 64 9 - 38 l 0 differencein tr.n-e health ?four pat-ient populfa\tion. Job Summary:

Qualified applicant duties would include but
This position is responsible for the overall

° - .
M"I“ S'ree' Ed’s are not limited to: ambulatory services of the health clinic. The Nurse

Argonne, WI Practitioner will provide direct and comprehensive

* Making clinical and radiographic examinations of ] ] ) ) .
. . . advanced practice-nursing services including:
the oral and soft tissues and a diagnosis of

diagnostic, preventive and therapeutic health services

—3 D pathological or irregular conditions.
= L . o individuals; care management for patients; an
//(. 7)”7 * Administering local anesthesia to individual tf tient d

IT DOV treatment, health, education, counseling and guidance
AT NU ROC * Performing routine and moderately complicated 9 &

» HEALTH AND REHABILITATION CENTER . . . . toindividuals and families.

3576A Nu-Roc Ln * Laona, WI 54541 tooth extractions, including surgical procedures.
715-674-4477 e Studying results of examinations to determine the

NOW HIRING type of treatment and developing an acceptable Q-ul\ii:::’igl:e:gree required.

treatment plan.

CNAS' RNS' LPNS + Performing endodontic, prosthodontics « Active, current and unrestricted license to practice
NEW HIGHER W,AGES! periodontics, surgical, and routine restorative as an FNP |-n-the. state of W|S(.:onsm. .
$3,500 Full Time procedures. «State certification as a Family Nurse Practitioner.
Slgn-on Bonus! + Recognizing symptoms of an assortment of * Minimum of two years’ experience preferred.
i * Knowl f Native Ameri
Excellent Benefits paCkage systemic diseases and referring cases for medical now Tg? © it ative ::.erlcan ol
) . communities/culture or willingness to learn.
diagnosis.
“ Me.d TeCh a'.ld g A competitive salary package and loan *Excellent verbal, written and presentation skills.
|nter95t9d in bEComInq d CNA? . . y  Ability to work independently.
. repayment options are available. ] ) . )
The Bay at Nu Roc can ass|st you by Abackground check will be required Native American preference is granted according to
. . . . o o PL 93-638
Offe"nq onlme and on SIte pald trammq . . . Submit completed applications/resumes to:
t b CNA » Qualified applicants please submit resumes to: ) i
0 become a . Donna Vodar. HR Director Sokaogon Chippewa Community
For more information, contact HR at 715-674-4477 ’ Donna Vodar, HR Director
or e-mail: hr@bay-nuroc.com Phone: (715) 478-7663

3051 Sand Lake Road

3051 Sand Lake Road
Www.bay-nuroc.com Position open until filled
info@bay-nuroc.com Email: donna.vodar@scc-nsn.gov P
Where Compassion and Healing Come Together. Crandon WI 54520 Crandon W1 54520

Equal Opportunity Employer Email: donna.vodar@scc-nsn.gov
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AREA EVENTS

 @Grace Life
""N’" Bible

SPECIALTY

90% OFF°

“ Fellowship

Plus More In-store
| spe(“als Locally roasted & A new church in Crandon
| SALE Experiences | | and learn more about God-s
| STARTS SATURDAY, DEC 26TH Sunciaye o6 10 o.m.
| OPEN 9 - 2 CHRISTMAS EVE I | |Wednesday Bible Study at G5 p.m.
}; = CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY e 715-784-6140 or gracelifecrandonwi@yahoo.com
Yk J] B/ OPEN 9- 2 NEW YEARS EVE
SbS893.  (LOSED NEW YEARS DAY Fa RPEST

| Yo ¢
\T'1IC1A S Sales ~ Service ~ Installation 7

on previousty purchased merchandise. Tmagqgwg Appliances - Mattresses - Hot Tubs :=-
or ma::l;l:‘t:lu;:l l::erccohna‘gidl:::l.w?ti:count - www.foresttvappliance.com é;ﬁﬂ

any other sale or promation. Downtown Crandon (715) 478-1160 (713)478-2315 - (715)276-2500
Crandon Lakewood

< ON DECK

PLATTERY

MAIN STREET - CRANDON 715-478- 0077

Holiday Hours: Dec. 24 11-3, Close Dec. 25-26

. MEAT* GUN
=¥ 50-50 RAFFLES

Friday = FRIDAY FISH FRY - Saturday = PRIME RIB

Dec. 31 11-3, Jan 1 12-6, Closed Jan 2.
Be sure to sign up for our Customer AT EW SPECIAL - WEDNESDAY BURGER FEST! 3
Appreciation Drawing. p Taco Burger ¢ French Burger *Mozzarella Burger
Sushi, Plszzzg \//A\g?petllzzethasket Free Chili “Til its gone| | pilly burger Suge(; Bacog Burger * Pizza Burger
a alue Eac ueso Burger
Live Music at 7 p-m. All burgers are 10 oz. burgers witt?French Fries for $6.95
Wednesday Nights Specials 4pm to 8pm

Wisking you @ Very Mevy Christmas
SAT. JANUARY 307# New Vears Eve Menu

and o Fappy. Healthy ew Year

e #UN § TARTS AT1P.M. | Ridl L::zl:a:olza:lsn :"uer:nn scallops,
CHRISTMAS DAY BUFFET § Countu W. 275-473-2129 OB

Wabeno
NEW HOURS OF OPERATION
s l 4 ° 9 5 Closed Monday and Tuesday -Wednesday & Thursday 11-8p.m.
i Friday and Saturday 11am-9p.m. Sunday 11am-8p.m.
Reservations Accepted N ¥
715-478-5585 Main Street Ed’s
7909 Main St. in Argonne

715-649-3810
www.mainsireeteds.com

STEAKS & SPIRITS » 715-478-5585
"Across from the race track"|
10139 U.S. Highway 8, Crandon ¢ 715-478-5585

55  Weezie's New Year Bagh 2021 1)~
Gﬁ’% 468 Max Rd., Jennings " N -‘Q’ﬁ
EARLY BIRD PARTY OV
SNACKS. CHAMPAGNE. HORNS & HATS
COUNTDOWN STARTS AT 6 P.M.

CHAMPAGNE, HORNS & HATS AT MIDNIGHT

. IVE WUSIC BY MKTAPE TR0 @)
A TTRTV .

NEW POOD & DRINK SPECIAL
EACH WEEM {

Friday Fish Fry

Grandma Jane's
§§/ Sunday Chicken Dinner, '§

U= 'WILL START }

iz, 6i Street Tasry
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TONY VOTIS

TREE REMOVAL

Lot clearing & problem trees.
Stump Grinding Available

FREE ESTIMATES + FULLY INSURED

Gell:719-889-3776

Sheldon Construction
& Roofing, LLC

New Construction - Additions, Seamless
Gutters, Interior & Exterior Remodeling
Fully Insured & Free Estimates

Dan Sheldon 715-902-0006

When you need Tax Help

I will: File Back Tax Returns
Answer Letters
Reduce Penalties and Interest
Negotiate Offer in Compromise
Make Installment Agreements
Fix Mistakes
| have been doing this work for 40 years
| will fight for you like a junk yard dog
Initial consultation is FREE
Robert G. Foley, EA
Master Tax Advisor
300 N. Lake Ave
Crandon, W1 54520
715-478-3400

THE GLASS COMPANY

GIVE US A BREAK

Commercial *Residential *Auto Glass

1045 South Superior Sireef* Anfigo, WI 54409
115-623-3151 * Fax 115-621-4896
Toll Free 1-866-334-1613

L. Gretzinger & Sons Construction
*New Homes * Remodeling ® Garages

* Decks * Roofing * Siding
Leroy I. "Sonny" Gretzinger

(715) 478-3568 or (715) 401-4566
1034 State Highway 32 North, Argonne, WI 54511

gretz2@newnorth.net

ROLL-RITE OVERHEAD DOORS[E

GARAGE DOORS - OPENERS
SALES * SERVICE * INSTALLATION
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

(715) 216-0100

PICKEREL, WI

J & J CARPENTRY: NEW
CONSTRUCTION,
DECKS & ADDITIONS,
KITCHEN & BATH
REMODELING, WINDOW
& DOOR REPLACEMENT,
ROOFING & RESIDING.
Fully Insured.

CALL 715-784-1084

Jeffrey VanCleve and

Jamie Nixon
B20ETC

1375 Seils Lane  [Te¢ EStiMates
\rgonne, WI 54511 *Insurance Claims

715)478-3482 *Gustom Paint & Bod
Ron Seils  *Auto Collision Rep

SAMZ CONCRETE

All Types of Concrete Flat Work ¢ Stamped & Colored
Concrete * Acid Stain Concrete * Poured Concrete Foundations;

FULLY INSURED * FREE ESTIMATES
Now offering Block, Stone and All Types of Masonry

Matt Samz

8938 Balsam Lane, Argonne, Wi

715-902-0296

‘ reative
Screenprinting
& Embroidery

715-478-1075
119 N LAKE AVE, CRANDON, Wi

www.creativecrandonwi.com

Bpulder I:_l:l

Wabene, WL+ =
Monday - l-"rnlay 7a.m - 4 p.m:

« Sized Granite Boulders * Sand .

by _Red Granite * Mason Sand °-Fill -

« Washed Stone * Crushed leestone J
! -Crushed Road Gravel- :

FOR ALL YOUR LANDSCAPE NEEDS
Phone/Fax: 715-473-4226

- ON AND OFF ROAD FUEL

- PREMIUM GAS 91 OCTANE!

- 90/10 GAS WITH ETHANOL

- 87 OCTANE GAS WITH NO ETHANOL

715-674-2601

SAVE §$ ON ALL YOUR FUEL NEEDS.

LARGE DELIVERY AREA!
CALL TODAY FOR
COMPETITIVE PRICING
AND DELIVERY

I iw—
*Holding & Septic
Tanks
*Grease Traps
* Portable Toilet

Rental

A ~—

1 5 A

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Repair & service on all makes.
Complete stock of all parts. New,
used and rebuilt vacuums.

AVCO VACUUM
CLEANER CO.
Sales and Service

Ron Platek 10 W. Keenan
715-362-3376 Rhinelander, WI

( STERN )

R AT e+

A TOMOTIVE

3 Year Unllmlted Mileage Warranty
on All Remanufactured
Transmissions

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE & TRUCK REPAIR

305 E. Pioneer St. 715-784-6046
Crandon, WI 54520 EliteCrandon@aol.com

e VaWa)

ELECTRONICS
SPECIALIZING IN: SlEBERT
*LG Sales & Service
: CONSTRUCTION, LLC
* Antenna Installations Argonne

Home & Cabin Repair.
Remodeling, Decks,
Garages, Siding, Metal
Buildings, Windows,

& Repair
*Now Selling Used TVs,

*Dish Network
Installations & Repair

VERY REASONABLE Doors and More *Fully
RATES! Insured
Call * 17 years experience
STERN ELECTRONICS Bruce Siebert
715-623-2441 920-629-1119

Betc10 P02
\ y,

STORAGE CITY

West of Crandon on Hwy. 8
(Across from the Brush Run track)
STORAGE SPACE FOR BOATS, CARS, SNOWMOBILES,

FURNITURE, MOTOR HOMES AND MORE!

10 x 24
Granite Floor '°‘" $600 a year

Call us for all your storage needs!

1-800-698-2535 OR 715-478-2085

STOM\BU]LDERS g
New constructlon to complete renovations
Interior and exterior  Call for a free estimate

Sam Marvin 715-889-1289

Always building on our reputation

Drlveways Lot Clearing ° Bulldozmg Materials

SMITHQCOMPANY

CONTRACTING SERVICES. LLC
715-889-0592
*Foily Licenzed cnd Inzured®
Master Electrician

« New Services +« Standby Generotors

Craig Smith

smithandcocontracting@gmailcom  —Credir Cor

Troubleshooting « Solar + Upgrodes

+ Hames + Garages + Remodeling

s Aceeptod-



MARVIN

TREE SERVIGE

Full Service

Tree Removal
FREE ESTIMATES  FULLY INSURED

Gall or Text
Renn Marvin: 710-784-0898

Services
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ANTIGO
BLOCK CO.
CONCRETE &

LIGHTWEIGHT BLOCKS
PRE-CAST STEPS
CULTURED STONE®
Septic Tanks
Retaining Wall Block
Patio Blocks
Chimney Blocks
Natural Stone Veneer
Hearth & Sill Stones
Mortars * Pavers
Face Bricks
230 Milton St., Antigo

F R EE FULLY INSURED

ESTIMATES

RN e newow.
R woseeing

R punminG

Q]
uﬁ‘ anopy @gs

CALL DAN: 715-902-1239  Giormnssucasnucon

R v
RN Pruwing

R sumecrmome Y arroronsi

LOCALLY
OWNED

OPERATED

R orasmne
RN, osshishetowa,

715-623-4837 g9

We Fix
Storm windows
& Screens and make
Sterm-Windows
& sScreens

Jhuelalue.

START RIGHT. START HERE.”

478-3617

Hwy 8 East
Pioneer Plaza, Crandon

Bids & Notices

Notice of Timber Sale

Town of Laona

The Town of Laona is accepting bids for
Timber Sale located off
Klasna Ln. in Laona.
For more information and a full bid packet
please contact:
Erin Lane 715-674-4071
Or
Paul Mueller 715-632-1170
Bids will be accepted until January 11th at
6:00pm, Bids will be opened on January
11th at 6:00pm at the Laona Community
Building, 5233 Beech Street, Laona WI
54541.

Erin Lane, Clerk/Treasurer

Town of Laona

Notice of Noncandidacy
The following incumbents will not be
candidates seeking reelection at the next
election on April 6th, 2021

Erin Lane - Clerk/Treasurer
Jane Albrecht Town Supervisor

Nomination papers and Candidacy forms for
these positions can be picked up at the Laona
Town Hall during office hours.

Erin Lane,
Clerk/Treasurer

1vision

rdp
N
Formerly dba Antigo Eye Care Center

Dr. Peterson & Dr. Beyersdort, Optometrists

Hours: Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

810 5th Ave., Antigo - 715-623-3620

Notice-Town of Laona

Informational Meeting on Zoning

Notice is hereby given that; there will
be another Informational Meeting on the
possibility of the Town of Laona going under
the Forest County Comprehensive Zoning
Plan.

There will be a Public Hearing in the
future to possibly move the Town of Laona
under Forest County Comprehensive Zoning
and this meeting is to allow residents an
opportunity to gather information and get any
questions answered hefore the public
hearing.

The informational meeting will take
place on Tuesday, January 5th, at 6:00 p.m.
at the Laona Community Building, 5233
Beech Street, Laona W1, 54541.

Erin Lane, Clerk/Treasurer

Wabeno School
Breakfast Menu
DEC. 28-31

Monday - No School
Tuesday - No School
Wednesday - No School
Thursday - No School

Wabeno School
Lunch Menu
DEC. 28-31
Monday - No School
Tuesday - No Schoolr,

Wednesday - No School
Thursday -No School

Forest County Commission on Aging

= i

Nutrition Program

SENIOR
MEALS

CRANDON, WABENO, LAONA
Monday - Dec. 28 - CLOSED
CRANDON, WABENO, LAONA, ARMSTRONG CREEK
Tuesday - Dec. 29 - CLOSED
CRANDON, LAONA, ARMSTRONG CREEK
Wednesday - Dec. 30 - CLOSED
WABENO CONGREGATE & HOME DELIVERED
Thursday - Dec. 31 - CLOSED
ALVIN - No Meals in the Month of December

The local number for the ADRC: 478-2162 is
no longer in service. The only number for the ADRC is
the 800-699-6704.

Please register with Commission on Aging - 478-

3256.

Crandon site manager Pat Raml is at 715-478-
0742 (home) or 715-478-3040 (site). Serving at 12:00 p.m.
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.

Alvin site manager Florence Kostka at 715-545-
4063 (home) or 715-545-3323 (site). Meals canceled until
further notice.

Laona site manager Peggy Alderton at 715-889-
3116 (cell). Meal served at 12:00 p.m. Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday.

Wabeno site manager Linda McEwen at 715-889-
0123 (cell). Meal served at 11:30 a.m. on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday. Home delivered on Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday.

Armstrong Creek site manager Sharon Giles at
715-674-3532 (home) or 715-336-2218 (site). Meal served
at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday and Wednesday.

What does the Senior Nutrition

Program meal cost?

By: Tammy Queen, Director

Starting January 1, 2021, Forest County Nutrition
Program "suggested donation" for carry out and home
delivered meal programs will increase. The
Carryout/congregate will increase to $3.50 and home
delivered meal will increase to $4.25. | would like to share
with you how the cost of a meal is determined.

Let's start with some important numbers. In the
past 12 months, October 1, 2019-September 30, 2020 we
served 19,728 meals to seniors. | often hear the meal
program described as a "free" meal program, when nothing
could be further from the truth. The cost to prepare, deliver
and serve a home delivered meal is $10.04 and a congregate
or "carry out" meal cost $9.50 per meal. The cost to prepare
all 19,728 meals was approximately $170,000.00. In 2020, we
have served 18,238 meals as of the end of November. We
estimate spending $160,000.00. However, you need to take
into consideration we had one site closed due to COVID and
we served carry out meals for the last ten months. If we had
not endured this pandemic, our cost would have been much
more.

Actually, the expenses this year are extremely high
considering congregate dining has been closed since the
middle of March and we have been bulk delivering Meals on
Wheels since than as well. We have all seen rising costs in
groceries and everyday supplies for our family budgets. This
program is no different. Our cost includes, raw food and
materials, preparation, and delivery of the meal to the meal
sites by the caterer. It further includes the staffing and other
costsincurred by the site to serve the meal at dining site.

For home delivered meals it includes the additional
packaging, supplies and delivery equipment needed to
safely provide home delivered meals to the homebound. Our
staff try very hard to keep our cost down by making sure there
is minimum of wasted food and creating efficiencies
whenever possible. Please take time to congratulate them on
a job well done! We have a group of amazing dining site
managers!

So where does the money come from?

Congregate meal program allocation from
federal/state funding is $61,588. Home delivered meal
program allocation is $9,831 from federal/state. We receive
Nutrition Supplemental Income Program funding for every
meal we serve. It is about $11,782 per fiscal year which is
federal funding. County levy contributes about $30,000
annually. The rest of our funding comes from the donations
from all of you. In 2019, our donations and revenue from
Family Care was $64,989.15, which was 15% of our budget.
Without the donations and revenue, we would be over-
budget and we would have to implement waitlist for home
delivered meal program and possibly make other cuts.

So why set a suggested minimum contribution
amount?

First and foremost, this is what it says: a suggestion.
We understand that individual finances will determine the
amount, if any, a person can contribute. We set this for those
that would simply like a guide. If half of the persons served a
meal contribute this amount, while others contribute a little
more, a little less, or none at all based upon what their
finances will allow, we could continue the program at the
current level of service. While you are asked to anonymously
contribute what you can to the program for your meal, if your
circumstances do not allow for this, a contribution is not
required. Regardless of your contribution, you are always
welcome at our table or to receive ahome-delivered meal.

FOREST COUNTY
COMMISSION ON AGING

TRANSPORTATION

@ =
Due toCOVID 19

We will only have bus transportation
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The bus
is only transporting within Forest
County. Thank You and sorry of any
inconvenience.
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MNorthwoods Team

Toll Free 877-221-6937
Website: c21nwds.com
Parsonalized Home Search Services
Free Market Analysis Century 21 Mobile App

CRANDON: Settle in
before the cold settles in.
1 bedroom apartments
available at the Glenview
Senior Apartments.
Specifically built for
persons 62 years of age

National Advertising Check us out on Focebook! or older,
d it i p Professionally serving Forest, Langlade, Lincoln, Oconto, and Oneida Counties inhc;Cic(‘:ilﬁzﬁpreecg::z?ebslzif
Kathy Flanner Hunter FIanner Josh Vollmar .
715/449-5022 BroXer-Ownery Realtor ' Realtor age. Rentis based on
715-889-0330 7158890323 . 920-619-2170 30% of your gross
[E ms@ kathyflannerylegmailcom  hunterflanneryl6@gmail.com joshvollmarayahoo.com adjusted income or
100W Washington, PO Box 82, Crandon, W1 54520, Office: 715449-5022, Fax: 715-449-4422 _ $520.00 if rental
assistance is not available
and includes water, sewer,
Your Northwoods Specialists in 112 5. Lake Ave Ay Pabkowsk Renes rish Paul Eighmy garbage pickup, HEAT,
. .. . Crandon. WI Broker/Dwner Broker Assaciate Realtor Associate major appliances, off
Listing and Selllng @ ]’}’Lteg’nty 54’520 R Inaam (115) 216-1062 (702) 635-0871 street parking and laundry
. - § facilities. We accept
Residential (On or Off Water) G T T voushers. Call 1.800.938.
-LotsIAcreage 510 Ackley st. 3229 for an application or
. . ANTIGO. WI more information. This
:Commercial Properties www.IntegrityRealtorsLLC.com 54'409 institution is an equal
Serving Forest & Surrounding Counties A 4 opportunity provider and
Heidi Krusenstema Kim Holbrook Ken Schiefelbeln employer.
Broker Assockate Realtor Rssociate Broker Associate (E\' @
3 (715) 889-4230 (715 218-2345 (772 556-8053 Betc28

Dan Henningfeld Richard A. Denton
REALTOR® Kristi Gensler REALTOR®
Crandon Office 715-902-0233 REALTOR® Crandon Office 715902-0233
Antigo Office 715-627-4181 ~ CellTI5- 8917610 Antigo Office 715-627-4181
Cell 715-216-1274 integrityKristiegmail.com Cell 715-902-0509

Wabeno- Beat the cold! 2
‘ and 3 bedroom
apartments available
(Orchard Ridge
Apartments). Rent is
based on 30% of your
gross adjusted income or
$545.00 for a 2 bedroom

and $575.00 fora 3

bedroom. Rent includes

FOR RENT: Available
January 1st. Large one
bedroom apartment in
downtown Crandon.
Partially furnished,
includes heat, water, and

falia\

garbage. For more

information pleasecall715-| ILO O KI N G TO

902-0308. Bet38 | | PURCHASE HOME IN
CRANDON AREA
Approved for $90,000

FOR RENT: Small 2 story home, 2 bedroom, all appliances included. Large yard, NO
PETS, NO SMOKING. $700 a month plus 1 month security deposit, plus utilities. Call
715-5506768. B 38

water, sewer, garbage and
heat. Major appliances, off
street parking and laundry
facilities. To receive an
application, please call 1-
800-938-5648. This
institution is an equal

FOR RENT: Office space
/classroom/conference
space available for rent.
Located in downtown
Crandon. Includes heat and
electric. $375/mo. Contact

Prefer ranch style with
laundry on 1st floor. Would
consider 2 story with at
least 1 bedroom, bathroom
and laundry on 1st floor.
Would need garage or
basement for storage.

MARINE SERVICE 5
PICKEREL, W @

R \ SCCERRUCRON

SERVICE AT YOUR LOCATION FOR LESS
COST THAN MARINA CHARGES!

20% OFF PARTS & LABOR FOR VETS

Repairing all makes & Models
of snowmobiles, ATVS & UTVS

CALL ADAM JUSTMAN @ 715-219-1152

For Info or Appointments
adam.justman@gmail.com
Fully Insured - Certified Technician
Inside & Outside Storage Available

24/7 Trailside
Service

www.motorsportsmarine.com
Sales & Service - New & Used - Financing Available
FULL SERVICE CENTER - CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday 9 am. - 6 pm. & Suturd 9am. =3 pm,

Authorlzed Dealer of Mercury & Ewnrude Outboards,
Montego Bay (made in Wisconsin) Pontoons,
MirroCraft Boats, Sea-Legs & American Docks & Lifts

110306 St. Huy 55, Pearson, Wie(715) 464-2106

MUST SELL: Massive
amount of supplies to
make fishing flies value
$700 asking $100. Call
715-478-5588 P38

FOR SALE: Russian made
tree and pole climbing
spikes and harness. New,
never used. $175.00 OBO.
Call 715-4874181 or 715-
777-5360 P38

opportunity provider and

é’ employer. @

WE BUY GUNS!
We also sell & trade them.
Stop in to see Jamie at
CONWAY TRUE VALUE,
Pioneer Plaza, Crandon
or call 715-478-3617

Paying i1 (o7 g, gl
15, ol gm&ﬂ

Check with us hefore selling
Hodag Gun & Loan LLC

2261 Lincoln St. - Rhinelander, W1

$ Phone: (715) 369-4884 *

Willing to rent as an option.

4519.B 39

Vehicles &

Heavy Eguipment

FOR SALE: 2008 Chevy
Impala, 185,700 miles, runs
great, silver color. Asking
$3,000. Call 715-623-3537
P38

FOR SALE: 2015
Chevrolet Tahoe LTZ,
loaded with all options,
heated cooler leather,
moonroof, dvd, etc, super
clean 4x4 suv, VERY well
taken care of, 98xxx miles,
priced way under n.a.d.a.
retail. $33500.00 715-484-
4131 or can be seen at
Schroeder’s Auto Sales in
Pearson. BETC25

* Shore Station * EZ Dock % Titan Deck

Crandon Docks & Lifts

105 E. Pioneer St., Crandon

Cars & Docks. uc
8227 County Hwy. DD, Pickerel

Dan Bob- 715-484-2277
715-389-1068 or 715-219-4434

* Boat Floater Lifts * LSP Lifts
* Lakeview Docks x Lift Tech

Covid cases Cont. from pg. 1

and healthy during the holidays,
www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/covid-19/community.

Please continue to practice physical distancing
and good personal hygiene, wear a mask or cloth face
covering, and stay alert for symptoms of COVID-19. If you
are experiencing any symptoms or have been exposed to
someone with COVID-19, please contact your health care
provider and ask to be tested.

In an effort to keep our community members up to
date on COVID-19, the Forest County Health Department
will continue to update our Facebook page daily and local
newspapers weekly with current COVID-19 case counts.
This will include the number of negative and positive cases
in Forest County. Please call our office at 715-478-3371
with any questions or concerns.

visit

2020 Nissan Rogue SV- 29K, 2.5L 4 cylinder, heated
seats, backup camera, remote start, power lift gate, alloy
wheels VERY good MPG!- $20,900

2020 Dodge Ram - 23K Miles, 5.7 L Hemi, power heated
& cooled seats, backup camera, remote start, Laramie
$38 900
2020 Chevy Equinox - 31K Miles, power driver seat,
backup camera ....... $21,995

2020 Ford F150 - Crew Cab 5.0L, V8, heated seats,
navigation, tow pkg, Chrome wheels $39,900

2019 Nissan Pathfinder - 22K Miles, Gray Exterior, AWD,
Price Reduced $23.995

2019 Jeep Laredo -3.6 L 6 cylinder, power driver seat,

backup camera, Nicely equipped! - $27,995
2018 Subaru Outback - 28K Miles, AWD........... $22,999
2016 Chevy Traverse 2LT - 80K Miles, AWD, $18,995

CLARK'S AUTO
SALES & SERVICE

ni 935 Superior St., Antigo
=8 (715) 623-6444 « 1-800-757-6444
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SCHAEFER'’S MEAT DEPT. SELLS USDA ANGUS
o CHOICE BEEF & USDA INSPECTED PORK w
=1 Premium Angus Choice

&

S Boneless Beef

ANEW YORK
HSTRIP STEAKS

1$7.99..
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Premium Angus Choice Beef

CHUCK ARM
< ROAST

3/99¢ 49¢-.

SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART

SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART PULL-OUT SECTION

VERGIE 5irs CARROTS e

$3.49 = |2/84. 0

PURK SIRLOIN
CHOPS

91.99..

SIRLOIN
ROAST

s l 079Lb-

Texas (5 Lb. Bag,

16D GRAPERRUT
$3.99 &

Seedless (4 Lb. Bag)

NAVEL g
) |oraNees S

32.99

Tray Pack Boneless, Skinless

CHICKEN
BREAST

$1.99..

Michigan (3 Lb. Bag)

APPLES . @
2/56.00

Ripe (6 Oz. Pkg.)

RASPBERRIES &
BLACKBERRIES
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LEGS
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TAILS
$12.99

496G ..
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SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART PULL-OUT SECTION

eeeeeeeee Prices Effective Mon. Dec. 28, 2020 \
HOURls-I %nhw ySS ltE 7(,:AM %PM SUN | MON| TUE [ WED [ THU [ FRI | SAT
Sun. 7AM - 7PM 28 [ 29 | 30 | 31| 01 | 02
478-2558 FAX 478-2545 03
Green House 715-521-0055
We reserve the right to correct any printing errors in the ad
We reserve the right to limit quantities

SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART PULL-OUT SECTION
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a Always Save ——— Best Choice

{POTATO CHIPS 54%€ |SQUEEZE
e SR |KETCHUP

] 8 Kinds
20 Oz.

990 990

Always Save e — | Always Save Always Save Best Choice

TOMATO SAUCE sﬁﬁ |GRAPE JUICE OYSTER CRACI(ERS PARTY CUPS

7.5 0z. 90z —_— 18 0z./ 40 Ct.

NOLLJ3S LN0-11Nd LYVIN d00d S.H3J3IVHIS

T ; -Ln‘. 2 == ':
TR "

4/$1.00 Els) 99 79¢ $1.99

APPLE JUICE olLs GRANVLATED e |MUSTARD
96 Oz. ;Iéig g‘:b o gqg AR 14 Oz. %
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$1.59 $5.99 54.99 79¢
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T = T b = MU by “R""

Reg. $4.79 % J ' ’;& f_ Old Fashioned inds
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4/$5.00 | 3/$9.00 7.99 | a/s5.00 4/sn.oo
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THESE AD PAGES NOW ON-LINE AT
pioneerexpresscrandon.com
Computerized

at Schaefer's z‘ :
Bakery

Bring in any

SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART PULL-OUT SECTION

BAKERY

BIRTHDAY
ANNIVERSARY
TEAM PARTY
HOLIDAYS
FAVORITE PETS
RETIREMENT

photograph, picture, or drawing
and we will put it on your next party cake

GRADUATION
DRAWING
PHOTOGRAPH

All cake orders MUST be placed with a 24 hour notice!
All weekend orders must be placed by 10:00 a.m. Thursday!

SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART PULL-OUT SECTION

CHOCOLATE CHIP

12 Ct.

93.99

FMVORED CAKE
DONUT '

4 Ct.

CUPAES
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Flat Out Light Original DELI

FLATBREAD

90 Calories

2/$5.00 -...

Rubschlager

COCKTAII. RYE

Portwine 16 0z.

CHEESE BALL

10 0z. Located in
Dell Cooler
Wit 7% =
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= 5 Ct. S AT A ol
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W Thin Crust m-l Yoplait
5

AJACKS
HPI2ZA

GOGURT

16 Oz.
8 Pack
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e OV
& = |Pillsbury
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Best Choice

(€ CREAM
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2/$5.00

Brew Pub
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~ |ENGUSH MUFFINS
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Care Free Thin

ANTY UNERS

Reg. $4.99

33 99

Vicks
DAVQUIL

24 Liq. Caplets
Reg $8.67

—~<EELFOR 10

Extra Strength s

ABSURBINE PLUS ==

4 FI. Oz ABSORE"NE
Roll On PLUS
Reg.$7.19 pambett L

995.99

SCHAEFER'S FOOD MART PULL-OUT SECTION

New Year

PARTY KIT a4

New Year —

-- GENERAL | ¢
A\ A MERCHANDISE | &3

by [

New Year
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Good 12/28/20- 1/24/21

Best Choice

HoT coco.q

8-10Ct.

3 Kinds Hm cucoa

. fOOD ZfUEL
5¢ off /gal
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GALLON JUGS
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1.25 Liter
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5¢ off /gal
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PEANUT BUTTER —
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or Crunchy
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64 Oz, Bottles

4¢ off /gal

ADVIL

200 mg Coated
Ibuprofen
Caplet, 24 Ct.
Reg. $4.93

4¢ off /gal

IGA

Soup s
26 Oz. ok, g
26 0z el |

Chicken Noodle ToMaTe

W OoD 2 FUEL
6¢ off /gal
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BATTERIES

8 Pk AA
Reg. $4.43

$2.99
T Sop e

3¢ off /gal

POWERADE ¢ oo

16.9 0z./6 Pack (. (. & .

800y IIRMOR
m
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5¢ off /gal

Q-Tips

COTTON
SWABS
fazz.céé.os

MONSTER

4 Pack

a4¢ off /gal
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Death Notices

Alan L. Petonquot, 66, of Crandon, WI passed
away Wednesday, December 9, 2020 at Aspirus Langlade
Hospital, Antigo. Alan was born October 25, 1954 in
Wabeno the son of Elijah Petonquot and Armina “Shirley”
Williams.

Surviving are his daughter, Regina (Quincy)
Jones, LaVergne, TN; step-daughter, Shannon (Jake)
Nowak, Wausau; sons, Robert (Amy) Petonquot, Weston;
Derwin Petonquot, Wausau; step-sons, Mike (Stacy)
Notinokey, Wausau; Marlin (Jenny) Notinokey, Wausau;
sisters, Judy Ross, Arizona; Lisa (Steve) Miltag , Green
Bay; Annie Olson, Argonne; brothers, Anthony (Sue)
Petonquot, Antigo; Jerry Petonquot, Crandon; Robert
(Becky) Petonquot, Rhinelander; 24 grandchildren; one
great-grandchild and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents; sister,
Jenni; brothers, Paul and Lavern.

Visitation to start at 3:00 p.m. Friday, December
11, 2020 at the Potawatomi Cultural Center, Crandon.
Services to start at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 12,
2020 with Mr. Joe Daniels Sr. officiating. Burial to follow at
Potawatomi Tribal Cemetery, Crandon.

Weber-Hill Funeral Home is assisting the family
with the arrangements. Online condolences for the family
may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

William (“Bill”) W. Bohimann,
passed away peace fully on
December 12, 2020 at his home
surround ed by his loving family,
after a valiant battle with
esophageal cancer. Bill was born
March 16, 1951 in Milwaukee and
lived in the Brookfield area until
re tiring to Lakewood, WI in 2017
with his beloved wife and
soulmate of 46 years, Kathleen
Bohlmann. Bill was the loving and cherished father of his
children: Joey (Carrie) Bohlmann, Sara (Andrew) Schoon
and Kristine (Robin) Gohsman and “Pop Pop” to his three
adoring grandchildren: Mallory, Alex and John; brother to
sisters Judy (Jim) Gehl, Bonny (John) Hauser and Jill
(Steve) Bye. Bill was preceded in death by his parents
Donald and Audrey Bohlmann. He is further survived by
his cherished dogs, Josie and Blaze, many cousins,
nieces, nephews and countless friends.

Bill was dedicated to his 46-year career at
Keiding, Inc. and later Storage Battery Systems. He was
passionate about spending time with his family, especially
at his home on Wheeler Lake where way too much fun was
had but treasured times, nonetheless. He loved the
outdoors, spending time in nature, riding his Harley,
spending quality time with his grandchildren, admiring
classic cars, snowmobiling Up North, listening to and
seeing live music, spending hours relaxing on his boat
with Kathy and the dogs on the lake and engaging in
conversation with anyone he met. He will be greatly
missed for his kind heart, his abundance of wisdom and
knowledge on most any subject and his ability to
remember so much. He had a one-of-a-kind wit and humor
along with a smile that could brighten anyone’s day. Bill
listened open heartedly with patience and always left
people feeling heard; he always took the time. He inspired
kindness and appreciation for the present moment; Bill
loved the sweetness of life. Gone too soon; we love and
miss you so much!

Family and friends are invited to celebrate his life
in the Spring or Summer of 2021 (details to come at a later
date). A private service will be held for the immediate
family at St. Mary’s of the Lake in Lakewood, WI.

The family would like to thank Dr. Volk and his
cancer team at Green Bay Oncology for supporting his
desire to never quit and be the warrior he was during the
fight of his life. We would also like to thank Unity Hospice
for their care and compassion offered to Bill and his family
during their time of need.

In lieu of flowers, donations to The Wheeler Lake
Association Post Office Box 337 Lakewood, WI 54138 are
appreciated. Donations are also accepted via their
website. http://wheelerlakeassociation.com

“Going home, going home by the waterside | will
rest my bones. Listen to the river sing sweet songs to rock
my soul” - Jerry Garcia and Robert Hunter/Grateful Dead

Online condolences may be left for the family at
www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

FOREST GRANITE WORKS

Personalized & Professional Service
Specmhzmg in Hand Carved & Computer Designs

_/dj"

’".f E "T AT* “Cherish a Life

g 1979 7 f Lifeti 9

2ND GENERATION or a Liretime
E. Glinski & Sons Crandon, WI
Owners [ Operators 715-478-3958

www. forestgraniteworks.com

Marjorie P. Durant “Marge” of
Laona, WI passed away Saturday,
December 19, 2020 at St. Mary’s
Hospital, Rhinelander. = Marge
was born May 31, 1942 in
Bessemer, Michigan the daughter
of John and Margaret (Milan)
3 Wilson.

She moved to Laona WI as a baby
and lived there most of her life.
On June 23, 1962 she married
Thomas “Tom” Durant at St. Leonard Catholic Church in
Laona. Marge was employed at the Forest County
Courthouse almost 30 years. She loved to travel and dine
out, especially after retirement.

Marge is survived by her husband of 58 years,
Tom Durant, Laona; daughters, Patricia “Patty” (Scott)
Robinson, Phoenix, AZ; Kathryn “Kat” (David) Torres; San
Diego, CA; son, Robert “Bob” (Kathy) Durant, Goodyear,
AZ; grandchildren, Alison Robinson, Phoenix, AZ,
Matthew Robinson, Overgaard, AZ, Bradley (Erika) Fox,
Goodyear, AZ, Courteney Fox, Nashville, TN, Kelley Fox,
Studio City, CA,; sisters, Patricia Wilson, Denver, CO; Jane
(Rus) Yaeger, Roberts Lake, Wabeno, Further survived by
nieces and nephews and grand-nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents,
brother, John Wilson, aunts, uncles and cousins.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, there will be no
visitation or funeral services. A celebration of life will be
held at a later date. Burial will be held on at 11:00 a.m.
Monday, December 28, 2020 at the Laona Cemetery.

Weber-Hill Funeral Home is assisting the family
with the arrangements. Online condolences for the family
may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

Eugene C. “Gene” Fencl, 89, of
Lakewood, WI, passed away
peacefully, Wed, Dec 16, 2020 at
the VA Hospital in Iron Mountain,
MI. He was born February 13,
1931 in Two Rivers, WI, son of the
late Dan and Esther (Kronforst)
Fencl and was a graduate of Two
Rivers High School, Class of
1949.

Gene enlisted in the US Army and proudly served
his country until his honorable discharge in Feb of 1954.
He married his loving wife of 64 years, Donna Andrus, and
they eventually settled in Green Bay to raise their four
children before heading up north to Silver Cliff and
Lakewood to enjoy hunting, fishing and outdoor life. His
last eight years, he has resided independently with his
son, Michael and his wife, with his other children nearby,
enjoying many happy hours at his home and sharing good
times and memories.

Gene’s last employment was as a supervisor of
the Green Bay office of the DMV and surrounding areas,
and mediator for claim adjustments. He celebrated when
he realized he had more retirement years with his pension
than years of employment! Gene will be remembered and
cherished for his kind, compassionate heart, great sense
of humor, shooting expertise and card-playing finesse,
among his many attributes.

Eugene is survived by 3 sons: Michael (Sue),
Steven (Beth), Jim (Laura); a daughter, Kathleen (Greg)
Jensen; 6 grandchildren: Jason (Julie) Fencl, Tara (Chris
Kimmel) Jensen, Nicole (Craig) Zwiers, Ryan (Kristin)
Fencl, Rebecca (Jeremy) Riedel and Andrea Fencl; and 16
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by his parents, his wife Donna
and 2 brothers.

Private services will be held by Eugene’s family.
A celebration of Gene’s life will be planned in August.
Entombment will be in Allouez Catholic Chapel
Mausoleum. To leave an online condolence for the family,
please visit www.NewcomerGreenBay.com.

If you would like to make a charitable donation in
Eugene’s memory, memorials may be directed to St.
Mary’s Catholic Church, Lakewood, WI or Oscar G.
Johnson VAMC (attn: Voluntary Services).

Gene’s family would like to extend their gratitude
to the compassionate staff who provided his care during
his brief hospitalization on the COVID unit at the VA
Hospital.

-
S VIDER L] =21

NERAL HOME AN CREMATION SERVICES

Providing Traditional Funeral Service,
Cremation Services, Pre-Need Counseling
& Travel Insurance
302 S. Lake Ave. 1768 Oconto Ave.
Crandon, WI Wabeno, WI
715-478-2322 715-473-3131
What the caterpillar thinks is the end of the world,
the butterfly knows is only the beginning.

www.weberhillfuneralhome.com
info@weberhillfuneralhome.com
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Mathew Ryan Ritchie, 27, of
Crandon, WI passed away
Thursday, December 17, 2020 at
St. Mary’s Hospital, Rhinelander.
Matthew was born January 3, 1993
in Rhinelander the son of Charles
C. Ritchie Jr. and Holly Jeanne
(Poplett) Ritchie.
Surviving are his children, Amelia,
Marcus & Cohen; parents, Charles and Holly; sisters,
Cheryl and Caitlin Ritchie and brothers, Charles, Tim, and
Curtis Ritchie; nieces and nephews, Gracie, Ebony,
Unique, Eliana, Josiah, J.J., Sophia, Armani, Jax and Talia.
Visitation will start at 3:00 p.m. on Sunday,
December 20, 2020 at Lake Lucerne Chapel, Crandon.
Services will be start at noon on Monday, December 21,
2020 at Lake Lucerne Chapel with Don Dewing officiating.
Burial to follow at Potawatomi Tribal Cemetery, Crandon
Weber-Hill Funeral Home is assisting the family
with the arrangements. Online condolences for the family
may be directed to www.weberhillfuneralhome.com

P etters to the Editor

We welcome letters to the Editor; however the letters
should he legible, in good taste, not libelous and pertinent to
current issues. Names will not he withheld upon request, except
for very special circumstances. NAME AND PHONE NUMBER
SHOULD BE INCLUDED FOR VERIFICATION PURPOSES. We reserve
the right to reject any and all letters.

Reach over 8,500 (summer circulation) homes in the
Forest and Northern Oconto county area with a
classified ad through our mailings and set outs.

RATES ARE PER WEEK
Personal Classified $3.50 With border $4.00
Business Classified $4.50 With border $5.00
UP TO 30 WORDS ONLY.
Additional words, add 10¢ per word.

To display your ad, fill out form and send
form and check to:

PIONEER EXPRESS
P.0. BOX 333

CRANDON, WI 54520
(715) 478-3640 OR 1-800-234-2152 FAX (715) 478-3540

AD DEADLINE 4 P, TUESDAY

Amount of weeks torun____

Name

Address

Phone

Ad
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8% Christmas Greetings

&5 5, & -»\011 The end of the year brings
° . /« no greater joy than the

opportunity to express to

\E: you season”s greetings and

=

=~ good wishes. May your

' holidays and New Year be

| 1] filled with joy.
|

Dennis Qosa,
0
Cindy JSradley, E-}'o‘{g

) Jodi Albrecht, y “idy
X C P < P J >

1

./

-

-

CDCRg Chrisamas

simple joys of a country Christmas.
Thanks, friends, for your kind support.

N

] Ity
NI .l\l "

Four Seasons Motel
% 304 W, Glen

Crandon
115-478-33177

\\&z{/ ‘
\ ve—

) *

N MNew American Foo e
. —aScratch Made Pizeae—= 25
1 Dendmg ¢ Bamguet Aoome « Seats 2590

715-478-1010 . '~ 1l

i arwewe Lake Avenue Restaurantocom”™ S0

BOTH STORES WILL CLOSE AT 2:00 PM

- Ring Those
Christmas
»ells

‘To the earth, peace,
to the season, joy
and to our friends,

ol and new,
many thanks and
may all the joys
of the season
be yours!

SFlowers from

the Jleart

Hours: Mon - Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. 9-4
117 N. Lake Ave., Crandon
715-478-3710

Flowers from the Heart on 5th
Antigo WI

ON CHRISTMAS EVE
CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY!

The stockings were
hung by the chimney
with care......

Merry
Christmas and
Happy

New Year

to all our
friends and
customers

{# Universal
% . UTOoOMmMoTiveE ( | ng
::;:.\ ?53’ 207 Railway Lane, Crandon, WI 54520

(715)889-2323 .- (715)478-274l

Warmest
thoughts
and best
wishes for a
wonderful
Holiday
/® Season and
a very
Happy New
Year!

= — a— ——

Our sincere thanks for your loyalty
and good will throughout the year.

Tri-County Heating
& Cooling Inc.

910 W. Pioneer Ave., Crandon 715-478-3273

% DECK THE
“248 T HALLS!

Our best wishes to you
for a fun-filled Christmas.

Denny Abney
. Auto Body

v @M Hwy 8 West of Crandon
478-2610

Northern Tees & Gifts

‘ reative
Screenprinting
& Embroidery

2 | TIGAT8-1075 119 11 LAKE AUE, CRANDON, Wi
uite | www.creativecrandonwi.com

T —

To W\swa\k A
MG@ Chrichmas 4

 ftappy) New Year!

Thank you for

your patronage
this past year.

Uancy, Jumie & the
Crew at

Conway True Value and Crandon NAPA

Hwy 8 East, Pioneer Plaza

Crandon

715-478-3617 Jue Yealue.
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Christmas Greetings
Wishing all
my castomers
and friends
ajoyous
holiday
season.
Merry Christmas and Happy New
Year! Thank yoa for yoar patronage

The Style Shoppe

Kerrie Groat & Angi Burow
100 West Glen * 478-3314

Wishing all the joys of the Christmas Season!

Seils Auto Body
9375 Seils Lane, Argonne 478-3482

Row, Mary, Marc, HOLLM § Allison

Hair by Sue

May the blessings of Christmas
U fill your heart &
home with love!

<. Thank you to all my

customers!

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
715-889-0015 Argonne

Warmest
thoughts
and best
wishes for a
wonderful
Holiday
/® Season and
— a very
Happy New
Year!

Our sincere thanks for your loyalty
and good will throughout the year.

Tri-County Heating
& Cooling Inc.

910 W. Pioneer Ave., Crandon 715-478-3273

There is no better t@
than the Holidays to
express our
appreciation for your

| business and friendship
; May all the joys of the
/| season be yours!

IR

A

Happy Holidays
Hwy. 8 E.,
Lovzzted in wou
Schaefer’s Food Mart| REVER (715) 478-3369

Pioneer Plaza,
Crandon

PHARMACY

Holiday hours

AGGIE, BETTY B, SALLY, TANYA, DEB, BRIAN,

Jan 2, 9AM -12PM

Through these doors pass
the finest people,

our Customers and Friends

old:fashioned
] = pleasures gf the season!
Merry Christmas from Crandon ¢r M : :
my Christin ?Jgamacy Dick Wilson Septic
PAUL & MARY, JESSICA, LEIS, /,\rgonne

KATHY, PATTY, BETTYS., KAREN, Ph. 715-649-3533

SHERON AND KIM

Merry From
Christmas Parsons of
Crandon
H ,J: f -3

Christmas eve 8:30AM -12:30PM - Christmas - closed
S

\ Dec. 26 9-12 /
R L
Group T[\ ropy

New Year's eve- 8:30AM - 5:30PM
103 €. Madison St., Crandon, WI © 715-478-2441
o

New Year's day closed
To All Our Customers

?
fg Best Wishes for Christmas <
‘ & Happy New Year

R

North Lake Avenue Downtown Crandon

715-478-2414

May you and yours
share all the
joys of the
holiday season and
may you have

\a new year filled with e
blessings and T e
happiness M@%g@z@/a/féemwmé froart with fope
Hotel Crandan =7 Weber Hill Funeral Home
Crandon & Wabeno

(g/)l(y, CS}IJ(I/], .,L/(Illlllgy & ngl(l/k’/
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Wishing you W7 ) Merry Christmas and
i SO L)y, Ha New Year From
the Merriest = 2 555%4) . PPy

e

Holiday féﬂ}} Laona Machine Supply

Season
Ever! (.

AT MULLIGAN'S
Sports Bar & Grill

16707 Highway 32
(1 mile south of Lakewood)

715-276-3125

Merry Christras,
Friends

It’s the perfect opportunity
for us to send you
all our holiday best
alnng with our thanks.

| s = in
r .
| B
- A
% -
.: o ¥ I
y n'lf
L

With shops in
Laona & Crandon

715-674-3909
715-478-3528

Ka's
Kountry
Kitchen

Townsend, Wi

%,

/(fliliyﬁ &

o _u}“:

wistmas

»

There is no time more fitting to say
"Thank You"
and to wish you a Merry Christmas.

THE LAONA STATE BANK

We Will be Closing at noon on THUR. Dec. 24

Fri. Dec, 25 - Closed

. Jan.1 - Closed
May the spirit of Christmas bring joy to jc;»
your heart and happiness to your home ﬁr_ﬁ;
e ~ N ; 200)oo
ﬁ Ny Bear ﬁ Country éﬁ@g}ﬁ
- i @ X
\ FO R KL' FT f_". :&_::\‘ :"‘3?"\ C-\c:?-'}
: K3 ParTsasSuppPLYLLC ) 90, ,‘f ;
715-627-7770 NS, o

Have a Safe &

‘ﬁ?\ N o o B 0_3;’"?"\.- o &3
S

Q{} Wonderful Holiday!. ,
fg Thank you so much For your business. %ﬁ‘ il B et
ﬂ;{d’- . (7 1 5) \f) BEAUTIFY & PROTECT YOUR’ INVESTMENT
JOE 50 J 15 4_291 | Scasons Oreetings!
(*5 i ' =) - ' Thank vou to all our customers, l00king

forward to the year ahead
Call Ken: 715-623-0487 or 715216-3111Email: kwald1@hotmail.com

* Driveways - Lot Clearing ¢ Bulldozing » Materials

A Wo

oMot e 2
)f- -8 43
/_" s

rid of Thanks

il q £ X .
.?-' 'r\f',_', K S

to all our friends & customers.
May your new year be happy!
Merry Christmas

from Motor Sport Marine, Pearson

ik | &- , &
9,5 g P

Happy Holidays 3

‘May your heart be filled with #*

& X
.*-‘#
3 .
*x  warmth and happiness B

Jﬁ- during the Holiday Season. #4
#L ﬁg
5 o
- 7
o ¥
«* Roll Rite Overhead Doors *;

Pickerel ,Wl %
*y ICKerel , e
e (715)216-0100 3

€3 1 - - e
BEE BT R A BE TR S

Moy God
Bless You &
; Your Family
@4 Holidoy
o/ t,,; Sedson.
S | S Merry
%’ﬁ €Christmdas &

Heoppy New Yedr!

Nature's Heat Source
Weatming the heart & the home
Antigo - 627-0081
Thanks Don & Sue

The magice of
Christmas never
gnds, and its
greatest of gifts R
arg family and frignds. =wrae—"

Wishing you a Very
Merry Christmas and a
Negw Jgar of pgacg and happingss

Clark’s Auto Sales & Service
935 Superior St., Antigo
715-623-6444 1-800-757-6444




Maoy your Holiday
seqson be fllled
with Joy

L Rumwmn N A

F (ﬁ o= = OGP 4 ®
From Qur Family m

Wishing you a Fabulous

Holiday Season!

Whether near
or far remember
loved ones this

time of year!
Mevy Chuistias
& Happy Wew Year
prom all of s at
Tricia's
Treasures
& Bistro

Crandon
715-478-1160
Rhinelander
715-369-1160
Neenah

920-215-6179
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A World of Good Wishes

In warm a}o})reciation
qf your business with us,
we extend our Best Wishes
for a ‘Merry Christmas
and a ‘J—[a}ajoy New Year
fi[ﬁzd’ with Peace & Joy!

102 N Lake Avenue, Crandon
715-784-6134

GLOSED GHRISTMAS EVE &
GHRISTMAS DAY

Wishing you Endless blessings
during the joliday Secason

INFINITY
WOOD FLOORS

Phone (715) 784-6111
Fax (715) 784-6116
www.infinitywoodfloors.com

& HAPPY
NEW YEAR

CONT. FROM PG 1

Frenchle and Otto rode the C&NW Railroad on the spur
to Pelican Lake. They waited in the depot until the southbound
train could take them the rest of the way home.

leveled enough so that the coming snows would make a
hard and level sleigh-road to the landing. It was hard work,
but Frenchie told himself that he was increasing the family
income, and making sure that future mortgage payments
on the farm could be met. He realized that he had likely bit
off more than he could chew on that mortgage, but with
hard work he hoped to make it.

The work went on. The skid trails were done and
the heavy logging had started. Otto was working a
crosscut saw with Frenchie, and their old friendship grew
stronger. Otto, however, probably wasn't cut out to be a
lumberjack. When a tree was going over, he never got far
enough away. Frenchie suggested he be more careful, but
Otto just shrugged. Thenit happened.

A hard maple with a seam up the trunk and good
lean exploded. The tree barberchaired and split about 12
feet up, then rolled off to the ground. Frenchie had given
the tree lots of room when it started its split, but Otto didn't.
His lower leg had a fracture with a piece of bone breaking
the skin. An artery was also broken, and the blood was
gushing. Frenchie quickly removed his belt and made a
tourniquet, slowing the blood loss to a trickle, then he went
for help. Otto was carried from the woods, put on a
bobsled and hauled to Doc Diamond. The doctor did his
best setting the bones and stitching up the torn flesh. He
said that if wasn't for the tourniquet, he probably would
have lost his leg. He also said his days of lumberjacking
were likely at an end, because he thought he would have a
limp the rest of his life.

Frenchie hated to admit it, but he was homesick.
Christmas was just a few days away, and he was told to
take a few days off and visit home. Many of the jacks did
the same. He also had to pick Otto up at the little hospital
and help him get home to Bear Creek.

MERRY GHRISTMAS

Thank you for
your patronage!

CONTRACTING

Crandon, WI
715-478-2415

The time arrived. Catching a ride to town on the
caboose of the narrow gauge, he headed for the company
store to buy a few Christmas gifts for his family. He was
frugal, and only purchased things that would fit in his
backpack. Then he stopped for Otto so he could help him
to the depot. It was a chore. Otto only had a boot on his
good leg. He didn't know what happened to the other boot,
but it wouldn't fit on his swollen foot anyway. Two wool
socks took the place of a boot. Eventually, they made it to
the depot, the train arrived, Frenchie helped Otto up the
steps of the passenger car which amounted to lifting him
from step to step, with the crutches rattling and a few swear
words. They settled in for the crooked ride between the
hills to Pelican Lake, where they would switch trains and
head to Bear Creek. There was a wait in a warm depot with
Otto using up a whole bench stretching out his leg with the
heavy cast rattling on the wooden boards. It was the same
struggle to get him back on the train that was south bound,
but eventually they were watching the scenery go by the
windows, with the pot-bellied coal stove warming up the
car.

Otto said, “I have a Christmas present for you. It
will be the biggest Christmas present you will ever get! | am
going to give you my homestead. Don't argue! | know |
can't work it with this leg. The Doc said my days of logging
and stump pulling are over. And, don't worry. It is all paid
for. My uncle in Milwaukee paid it off for me. He said if | was
dumb enough to do that kind of work instead of learning to
be a machinist in his shop in Milwaukee, the least he could
do was pay off the mortgage. We will do the paper work
when we get home. My uncle thinks itis agood ideatoo.”

Frenchie was flabbergasted. He said, “Otto, |
already have a farm started in Bear Creek.”

Otto replied, “I know that. | listened to you fret
about the mortgage since you came north. Land back
home is expensive compared to land up here in the woods.
This will be paid for. Of course, there are some stumps to
pull. There is a cabin | built over the last two years, and | did
pull enough stumps for a garden. Don't worry about me.
When | heal up, | will have a limp, but Uncle is going to put
me to work in his shop and teach me to be a machinist. | will
spend most of my day sitting on a stool.”

Frenchie explained that he had to discuss it with
his wife, but being without a mortgage sounded good to
him, even if it was rough ground with stones to pick. Otto
spent Christmas with Frenchie and his family, and when
the holiday was over, Frenchie's wife was sold on the idea
of starting over up north.

Otto was right when he said it was the biggest
Christmas present he ever gave. He also laughed when he
apologized for not wrapping it up with a bright red bow.

This joke was often repeated through the years, when
Frenchie and his family celebrated Christmas.

When the winter's logging was done, Frenchie
headed back to Bear Creek. He found a buyer for his
beginners farm, and put some money in his pocket. He sold
all but two cows, that he brought north, along with the team of
horses he used in Bear Creek. He had the money to rent
space in a boxcar to haul their animals and personal
possessions north. When he arrived, he started to work on
improving his “Christmas present.”

Frenchie and Otto kept in touch, sending post cards
back and forth. There were usually letters exchanged at
Christmas, with Frenchie updating Otto on the progress of
the Christmas homestead and Otto telling about what he was
learning in his new trade.

Life wasn't easy on the new homestead. He learned
to use dynamite on the stumps, added new acreage every
year, and supplemented his income in the winter months with
the same logging and sawmill company that lured him to the
Northwoods. A decent house was built eventually, along with
a barn, chicken coop and and other needed outbuildings.
The farm flourished the best when it was inherited by the son.
The acreage doubled, the size of the dairy herd increased as
the farm increased. The third generation wasn't interested,
but another enterprising young wannabe farmer was.

Frenchie often told his family that the farm was the
best Christmas present he ever got. He made a sign by the
entrance to the farm. He called it Christmas Farm. The name
stuck, even thought hardly anybody alive today knows why it
has that name.

If you are wondering what happened to Otto, he
caught on quickly to the machinist trade. His uncle made him
the heir to the business when he passed away. Otto had
married, had a son with an interest in the business as well.
Otto limped around the shop and helped out even after his
son had taken over the business. The employees called him
“Old Gimpy.” He didn't care. He knew he had found his niche
in life, and it wasn't pulling stumps!

The ride from
the camp into town was
on alogging train like the
one pictured. This small
engine took the logs to
the sawmill from the
landings in the logging
area.
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. New Year’s Week >

»BALLOON SALE |
BIG DAYS

Thurs., Dec. 31 (9am-6pm)
Fri., Jan. 1 (9am-6pm)
Sat., Jan. 2 (10am-5pm)

20%

¢%: OFF YOUR PURCHASE é5°°f°
_ Plus | FOR

INTEREST
HOW IT WORKS:

Pop Determine
Your Your
Purchase Balloon Savings &

(Savings taken off our already low, low sale prices!)

Thls is the BIGGEST retail
- furniture event of the year..

- ' e 5
= i 3 )) *Does not apply to previous purchases. One year financing available to qualified buyers w/purchase % > 400/ o
o )= /) of $599 or more. Other financing plans available (see store for details.) *{Special orders require 30% > f
down). Tax and delivery due at time of sale. Minimum monthly payment required. Sale excludes y MT
|Comf0rt and 1Series Mattresses. 1 balloon popped, per day, per person, per purchase. Excludes ' ss TH'S

clearance and blowout priced items. 5 EVENT[

Lakelan(_lj Eurniture

S ‘; 2;{3) Mattress;

‘411 State Hwy 64, Antigo | (‘715) 623-2100

9796 Rylee Drive, Minocqua | ('715) 356-3232
www.lakelandfurnitureandmattress.com

Q SCOVER, DELIVERY AND DISPOSAL OF OLD FURNITURE
el oo AND MATTRESSES AVAILABLE



